Suggested Stewardship Bulletin Inserts for February

February 4, 2007 (5th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

In today’s readings, both Isaiah and Peter hear the
call of God and feel themselves unworthy. But,
reassured by the Lord, both answer and follow. Do
| hear the Lord asking, “Whom shall | send?” Am

| prepared to answer “Here | am. Send me!”?

February 18, 2007 (7th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

Today’s Gospel has encouraging words for good
stewards — “Give and it shall be given to you. For
the measure you measure will be measured

back to you.” What encouragement to give
generously of the resources entrusted to our care!

March 4, 2007 (2™ Sunday of Lent)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

Peter, James and John wanted to build a “tent”

for Jesus and just stay on the mountain where His
transfiguration took place. But the Son of God, the
Chosen One, knew that He must instead keep
moving toward the Crucifixion. We, too must rise
from worship and do what we can to hasten the
coming of the Kingdom.

March 11, 2007 (3" Sunday of Lent) OR
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

The parable in today’s Gospel clearly warns that
we, like the fig tree, will be judged by our fruit.
While God mercifully provides us with time and
opportunity, let us give witness to our faith with
deeds of kindness and generosity.

March 18, 2007 (4™ Sunday of Lent) OR
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

The stewardship message in the parable of the
Prodigal Son is that it is never too late to become a
good steward. Blessed is the elder brother who had
been a good steward all along, but blessed, too, is
the prodigal who had to lose all he had in order to
understand the value of what he’d been given

March 25, 2007 (5" Sunday of Lent) OR
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

In today’s second reading, St. Paul says, “For his
sake, | have accepted the loss of all things and |
consider them so much rubbish, that | may gain
Christ and be found in him.” Does my stewardship
suggest that | could say the same?

/ March

February 11, 2007 (6th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

The words of the Psalmist echo the theme of all of
today’s readings. “Happy are they who hope in the
Lord.” As good stewards, firmly grounded in that
hope, may we bear fruit in due season — assisting the
poor, feeding the hungry, and consoling the
sorrowful whenever we have the chance.

February 25, 2007 (1 Sunday in Lent)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

Today'’s first reading describes the offering of first
fruits the people of Israel were to present to the Lord
in thanksgiving for their deliverance from Egypt

and the gift of the promised land. Is my offering at
today’s Mass an appropriate response to the many
blessings the Lord has given me?

March 11, 2007 (3rd Sunday of Lent YEAR A)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

When Jesus asked the Samaritan woman for a drink
of water, He opened the door for a life-changing
relationship with Him. Scripture says her testimony
drew many others to Him as well. We, too, must be
ready to respond whenever and wherever the Lord
speaks to us and be prepared for it to change our lives.

March 18, 2007 (4th Sunday of Lent YEAR A)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

The blind man in today’s Gospel was willing to let
Jesus minister to him and willingly did all Jesus
asked of him. The Pharisees were more resistant to
His message. Spending their time and energy to
disprove the miracle. Which am I more like, the
man born blind or the Pharisees?

March 25, 2007 (5th Sunday of Lent YEAR A)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

When Jesus heard about the illness of His friend,
Lazarus, He responded, “This illness does not lead

to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son

of God may be glorified through it.” Every aspect of our
lives can, if surrendered to Christ, lead to blessings.



Resources for Discussion and Reflection
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Lent 2007

‘WEEK ONE’
Dt 26:4-10 Romans 10:8-13 Lk 4:1-13

Lent may hold many meanings for each of us. Some meanings may cail us to reflect on our lives and our spiritual
journeys. ltis, on the one hand, demanding, calling us to give up something so that we may encounter God and
know God's plan and purpose for our life. On the other hand, we may be guided to take on something that will help
us to experience a higher calling and grow deeper spiritually. There are many temptations in our world that pull
us away from ‘giving up’ and ‘taking on’ that which would help us live obedient, faithful lives...

1. How does temptation enter your life? What would be helpful for you to ‘give up’ or ‘take on?" Why?
The first reading and Gospel reading reveal a God, who provides for all of our needs. Especially through our

baptism we are gifted for all that God would have us do. Jesus was baptized and then led immediately into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

2. How does your response to your baptism strengthen you in your wilderness, and give you all you need to
confess Jesus as Lord of your life? Is it possible for you to do what Jesus did whenever you are
tempted?

3, The Devil will keep locking for opportune times in our lives to tempt us and draw us away from serving

God. How can your Lenten journey help strengthen your faith
and help you to live out your faith in loving, active ways?

" LENTEN STUDY QUESTIONS
‘WEEK TWO'
Gen 15:5-12 Phil 3:17to 41 Lk 9:28-36"

It is easy to follow Jesus when you have a mountain top experience with him, to see who Jesus really is and
receive what he has to offer. The disciples wanted to construct three tents so they could cherish the past and stay
there, safe and secure. Jesus however was calling them to come down the mountain and walk with him toward the
cross. We can hear this same call to us; to find and reflect the brightness of Jesus in our daily routine lives...

1. How do you encounter Jesus with those at your job, at home, at school, when you have a disagreement
with someone? How can the lifestyle you lead reflect your journey with Christ to the cross and be a
Christian madel worth following?

2. Share as a group, the things that your congregation is offering during Lent to learn more about Jesus' way
to the cross. How do these opportunities bring you closer to God? (examples: scripture studies, stations of
the cross, soup suppers, evening prayer etc... Can you make a commitment to share in one or two of
these offerings?







Respect Life Bulletin Briefs
USCCB Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities

February 3-4

Research [involving the destruction of human embryos] notdruly at the service of humanity. ... History
itself has condemned such a science in the past ancbwilkenn it in the future, not only because it lacks the
light of God but also because it lacks humanity... No @medispose of human life. An insurmountable limit
to our possibilities of doing and of experimenting museéstablished. The human being is not a disposable
object, but every single individual represents God's presarttie world. ... In the face of the actual
suppression of the human being there can be no comproonipesvarications.

Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Symposium “Stem Cells: What Future for Therapy?” Sept. 16, 2006

February 10-11
Making the decision to have a child—it’'s momentous. tibidecide forever to have your heart go walking
around outside your body.

Elizabeth Stone

February 17-18

Democracy succeeds only to the extent that it is basettuth and a correct understanding of the human
person. Catholic involvement in political life cannotromise on this principle; otherwise Christian wstsie

to the splendor of truth in the public sphere would ns#éd and an autonomy from morality proclaimed.

Pope Benedict XVI, Ad Limina Address to the Bishops of Canada-Ontario, Sept. 8, 2006

February 24-25
Every child born into the world is a new thought of Gadeser fresh and radiant possibility.

Kate Douglas Wiggin



NFP Bulletin Briefs
Diocese of Youngstown
Office of Pro-Life, Marriage and Family

February 3-4

The Church’s message about chastity is simple: the goeat of sex may not be separated from procreation,
love, and marriage. Sexual intimacy and sexual relsigma only appropriate between a man and woman united
in marriage. Consent isn’'t enough; faith and reasonlglymyern and guide desire and passion.

“A Pastoral Letter on Chastity” Bishop Joseph F. Martino, Bishoofanton, December 8, 2004

February 10-11

NFP has a number of benefits: It is scientificallyrsd, it involves no harmful side effects, and it entadscost
after the initial fee for materials. Studies have sholat NFP, when accurately followed, can be 99% w¥tec
in postponing pregnancy. Best of all, while complying withd@ will, husband and wife discover the
beautifully designed functions of their fertility, enlsartheir intimacy, and deepen their love for each other.

“Marriage: A Communion of Life and Love”, Bishop Victor GaleondyJL0, 2003

February 17-18

The Church has always taught — and | teach here — thaeagtto find our happiness and holiness in a
commitment to the chastity lived out in marital lovetloe chastity of celibacy lived out either in the
consecrated life or the life of a single lay persothexworld. These are the two paths to happiness anaktern
life. There are no others.

“A Pastoral Letter on Chastity” Bishop Joseph F. Martino, Bishop of Scranton, December 8, 2004

February 24-25

Who would invest hard-earned money in the stock markébwitfirst studying seriously fund performance

and history? Who would consent to a serious medical guveawvithout first researching the procedure and
consulting with specialists and those who have hagtbeedure before them? In a similar way, we are all
seriously obligated to study carefully and reflect praygrfan the Church’s teaching on issues that have moral
dimensions, including that of contraception. For examplstriving for a well-formed conscience, have we
availed ourselves of the wisdom of Pope Paul VI's lan#ireacyclical on the mattejumanae Vitag“Of

Human Life”), and other teaching documents of the Church?

“Natural Family Planning”, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, The Catholic Stagerdld, March 23, 2001



