Stewardship Bulletin Inserts for November / Decembe

November 2, 2008 (Commemoration of the
Faithfully Departed)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says to the Galilean
crowds, “For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in him
may have eternal life, and | shall raise him on the
last day.” As stewards of the Gospel, we are
challenged to spread this good news to others.

November 16, 2008 (33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

God's stewards are like the industrious and reliable
servants in today’s Gospel, prudently using and
multiplying the gifts entrusted to them by God.

November 30, 2008 (1** Sunday of Advent)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

We are the servants of God, each with his or her
own task. We will be judged good stewards if, at
the Lord’s coming, we are ready and conscientiously
pursuing the tasks to which we have been called.

December 7, 2008 (2" Sunday of Advent)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

John the Baptist's call to repentance is echoed in

the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship:
“Christians must beg God for the grace of conversion;
the grace to know who they are, to whom they belong,
how they are to live — the grace to repent and change
and grow, the grace to become good disciples and
stewards.

December 21, 2008 (4" Sunday of Lent)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

It is through Mary’s “Yes” — “l am the handmaid
of the Lord. Let it be done to me as you say.” —
that the promise of God’s Kingdom enduring
forever is fulfilled. Do you say “Yes” to God?

r 2008

November 9, 2008 (Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
in Rome)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

In today’s second reading, St. Paul writes to the
Corinthians, “ Do you not know that you are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that
person; for the temple of God, which you are is holy.”
Are you a good steward of “God’s temple?”

November 23, 2008 (Our Lord Jesus Christ the King)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

When the Son of Man comes in glory, may we be
among those who have fed the hungry, welcomed the
stranger, and clothed the naked. For Jesus tells us
clearly that it is those who have demonstrated good
stewardship by sharing their gifts with the less fortunate
who will receive God'’s blessing and inherit the kingdom.

December 14, 2008 (3 Sunday of Advent)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

All the people in today’s readings- the prophet Isaiah,
St. Paul, St. John the Baptist — seemed to understand
clearly and rejoice in what God was calling them to be
and to do. Do I?

December 28, 2008 (Holy Family)
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

“Whatever you do,” says St. Paul to the Colossians,
“...do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Give thanks
to God the Father through him.” And so it is that we
offer our gifts in the Eucharist “through Him, with Him,
and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit...”



Respect Life Bulletin Quotes
November 2008
USCCB Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities

November 2nd COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTE D
Abortion kills an unborn, developing human life. It i7ays gravely evil, and so are the evasions employpgtify it. Catholics
who make excuses for it—whether they're famous or not—dob} themselves and abuse the fidelity of those Qiathwho do
sincerely seek to follow the Gospel and live their Ghtifaith.

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M.Cap. and Bishop James D. Conley, On the Separation of Sense and Statg. 25, 2008

November &" DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

A new generation of Christians is being called to Heliid a world in which God'’s gift of life is welcomed, pegted and
cherished—not rejected, feared as a threat and destroyexlv Age in which love is not greedy or self-seeking, bug, gaithful and
genuinely free, open to others, respectful of their dygsieeking their good, radiating joy and beauty. A newiragénich hope
liberates us from shallowness, apathy and self-alisarwhich deaden our souls and poison our relationshipBhe Lord is asking
you to be prophets of this new age, messengers of leisdoawing people to the Father and building a futuireopg for all
humanity.

Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at World Youth Day, July 20, 2008

November 16" 33° SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

When does a new human life begin? ...While ancient thirlesidittle verifiable knowledge to help them anstirs question, today
embryology textbooks confirm that a new human life begirsonception.

Cardinal Justin Rigali and Bishop William E. Lori, Satement Regarding Church Teaching on Abortion, Sept. 9, 2008

November 2% OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING

Which living members of the human species should be seleaving fundamental human rights, such as the right rioat kdled?
The Catholic Church’s answer is: Everybody. No huimging should be treated as lacking human rights, artthwe no business
dividing humanity into those who are valuable enouglvdoant protection and those who are not.

Cardinal Justin Rigali and Bishop William E. Lori, Satement Regarding Church Teaching on Abortion, Sept. 9, 2008

November 3¢ FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Over and above all the compelling reasons that ngiues us to respect, protect, love and serve lifgeryehuman life -- the
Incarnation....confirms us in an even deeper certitude. EmeattSon of God who took flesh from the Virgin Mary, Jasn and
lived and died for our salvation has uplifted all humatuatg further dignity and destiny: to share in His daife forever -- in the
communion of the Most Blessed Trinity.

Cardinal Justin Rigali



Office of Pro-Life, Marriage and Family Ministry
Diocese of Youngstown
Natural Family Planning Bulletin Quotes

November 2nd COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTE D
The contraceptive mentality of today’s culture seeslity as disease and babies as burdens, but we fiaget
children are a blessing, and within each child is a God-gnission to be great and to do great things.

Jessica Smith

November ¢" DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

There are many different reasons that couples chodeartoNatural Family Planning — some like its high
effectiveness rate, others appreciate that it isasadehealthy for the woman, and still others are glachtbdi
method of spacing births that fits with their religiousidss.

Coupleto Couple League

November 16" 33*° SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NFP is not simply a "method" which serves as anrat@re to contraception, but a way of life, a new
mentality, and indeed a spirituality.

California Association of Natural Family Planning

November 23 OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING

Contraception is the prevention of life while abortiothis taking of life. But both come from a
common root: the willful separation of the unitive and peative aspects of sex. Widespread
contraception tends to require abortion as a backstop. Ammbtheaceptive mentality of
unwanted babies tends to reduce objections to abortion tontbtoeal or aesthetic. There is a
technological link, too, in that many so-called contraceptisesh as the IUD, are abortifacient.

CharlesE. Rice

November 3¢ FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The slogan of the contraceptionists is that no unvadaoédy ought ever to be born. The deeply personal and
liberating truth at the heart of the Church's teachinlasno human person ought to be unwanted.

William E. May



A Wl for Living Sef
by Stephen L. Mikochik =
&

In 2005, the President’'s Council on Bioethics
(PCBE) issued a report critical of living wills in
advance care planning. It questioned whether
patients could knowingly elect to forgo life support
in advance of a hypothetical future in which they
might become incapacitated. Instead it called for
greater use of proxy directives (appointing family
members or friends to make medical decisions for
incapacitated patients) as they offered the best hope
for accommodating the known wishes and best
interests of such people.

Absent from the PCBE’s report, however, was any
discussion of the questions living wills raised for
people already disabled, especially whether their
wills should include instructions to forgo life
support. Those concerns are unique and some
comment about the use of living wills by such
people is warranted. Before taking up that task, |
will first explain some key terms and then outline
the analysis the PCBE put forward.

“Advance  directives”
~are declarations by which

- individuals provide
directions for their future
medical care in the event
they become
incompetent.  Through
written “instruction
directives” or “living
wills,” individuals set
forth their preferences
for or against certain
therapeutic  treatments
and the considerations
that should govern provision of their future medical
care. Living wills can be quite specific, particularly
concerning the provision or withdrawal of
medically assisted food and hydration, CPR,
mechanical ventilation, kidney dialysis and other
life-sustaining procedures.

“Proxy directives” or “health care
powers of attorney” are documents in
which individuals designate an agent to

make treatment decisions for them if
they become incapacitated.

With the advent of life-sustaining techniques,
people became worried that such interventions
would merely prolong their dying in an undignified

fashion that could drain their families’ financial

resources. The “living will” was advanced during

the 1960's to address these concerns.

Advocates for living wills argue that they promote
autonomy by enabling patients to avoid
overtreatment and costly procedures that could
drain resources they want to leave for family and
friends. Living wills also keep decision-making on
the patient’s shoulders, relieving family members of
the stress and discord that could result if decisions
to forgo treatment were theirs.

The PCBE, however, contended that living wills
could not meet the goals their advocates set for
them. They may not accurately reflect a person’s
preferences since individuals are asked to predict
their reactions to a host of maladies they cannot
anticipate and medical interventions they may not
understand. Treatment choices often change over
time, yet individuals may neglect to alter their
living wills to reflect such change. Finally, there is
evidence that incompetent patients often receive
care inconsistent with their instructions.

The PCBE concluded that living wills could not
ensure genuinely informed consent because that

requires a grasp of facts no one can truly know in
advance.

%/% and il in 0%/'/2/
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The PCBE thus called for patients to place their trust Giving designees broad discretion to make on-the-
in another’'s judgment to make the best treatment spot treatment decisions is also an imperfect
decisions for them, taking both their prior wishes and solution. They may not respect the lives and wishes
present circumstances into account by means of proxy of the disabled people they represent. They may
directives. Such directives take seriously patients’ think the disabled life is not worth continuing or
desires to shape their future treatment by enabling the seek some pecuniary gain by the person’s death.
family or friends they select to make such choices,
while “emphasiz[ing] less the importance of self Perhaps a better approach is for both disabled and
determination and correspondingly more the able-bodied people to complete advance directives
importance of solidarity and interdependence.” that presume in favor of life-support while

i permitting proxies to forgo such treatment should it
become fruitless. That is, proxies should
discontinue life-sustaining measures only if death is
inevitable and imminent, the measures cause
intractable suffering, or the financial burden the
treatment imposes on families is truly excessive in
light of its limited benefit for sustaining patients’
lives.

But disabled people can internalize society’'s negative
attitudes about their conditions and consequently
choose in living wills to forgo life-support. This is
most evident at the onset of a traumatic injury when
individuals first experience the loss of capacity. With
pain management and rehabilitation, however, these
feelings often dissipate, especially when the worth of
their lives is vindicated through meaningful
employment or by families, friends and faith
communities who appreciate their gifts. Yet they
would never experience that positive change if their _
instructions to forgo life support became effective The PCBE observed: “We should not too readily
first. And such directives can lie around like loaded —&cquiesce in a vision that isolates us in the time of

guns ready to discharge even after that change has OUr dependency, or a vision that rests on the false
occurred. notion that individuals can precisely determine and

manage every facet of their lives until the very

Even people with long-standing disabilites may ©nd.” Disabled people should never accede to a
remain vulnerable to the suggestions of others that Vision of health care planning that disparages the
their lives are not worth living. Physicians may state l\ves they have lived. Any advance directive should
that the patients’ “quality of life” is low. Familignay clearly display a presumption in favor of a will for
make disabled members feel guilty about the burden lving.

of care the family must bear. Disabled people may o o

elect to forgo life support in a living will under the ~StéPhen L. Mikochik'is a professor at Temple Univgrisaw

. . . : School where he teaches First Amendment and Jurispreiden
misguided notion that they are acting selflessly. Before joining the Temple faculty, he served asa #titorney

. . with the Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of JastiHe is
Advocates claim that the control over end-of-lifeecar presently Chair-Elect of the National Catholic Parthir on

is valuable for disabled people because they are ofteBjsapility and is himself blind.
the victims of dependence. By forgoing life support,

such individuals act autonomously and thus affirm

their human worth. Yet it is a curious kind of

autonomy that liberates only by having people make

themselves dead. This does not empower disabled

people; it constitutes a final surrender to helplessness.

Copyright © 2008, United States Conference of Catholic Bhops, Washington, D.C., Reprinted with permissiol
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