
Stewardship Bulletin Inserts for October / November  2008 
 
 
  
 
 October 5, 2008 (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)  October 12, 2008 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT    STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
 In today’s Gospel, the owner of the vineyard sent In today’s second reading, St. Paul thanks the 
 servants to collect his share of the harvest from the Philippians for being willing to share in his distress 
 tenant farmers; but there was not a single good  and promises that God, in turn, will fully supply 
 steward on the property!  God is the owner, we   all their needs.  Our God truly cannot be outdone 
 are the tenants.  What sort of stewards are we?  in Generosity! 
 
 
 October 19, 2008 (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time) October 26th, 2008 (30th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT    STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
 Each year at tax time, we conscientiously give “to We fulfill the commandment to love our neighbor 
 Caesar what belongs to Caesar.”  Does my   when we exercise good stewardship – joyfully 
 stewardship indicate that I am as faithful about  sharing our gifts of life, abilities, and resources 
 giving “to God what belongs to God”?   to meet our neighbor’s needs. 
 
 
 November 2, 2008 (Commemoration of the   November 9, 2008 (Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
                    Faithfully Departed)      in Rome) 
 STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT    STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
 In today’s Gospel, Jesus says to the Galilean  In today’s second reading, St. Paul writes to the  
 crowds, “For this is the will of my Father, that  Corinthians, “ Do you not know that you are the temple 
 everyone who sees the Son and believes in him  of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If 
 may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on the anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that 
 last day.”  As stewards of the Gospel, we are   person; for the temple of God, which you are is holy.” 
 challenged to spread this good news to others.  Are you a good steward of “God’s temple?” 
 
 
 November 16, 2008 (33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) November 23, 2008 (Our Lord Jesus Christ the King) 
 STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT    STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
 God’s stewards are like the industrious and reliable  When the Son of Man comes in glory, may we be  
 servents in today’s Gospel, prudently using and   among those who have fed the hungry, welcomed the 
 multiplying the gifts entrusted to them by God.  stranger, and clothed the naked.  For Jesus tells us  
        clearly that it is those who have demonstrated good 
        stewardship by sharing their gifts with the less fortunate 
        who will receive God’s blessing and inherit the kingdom. 
 
 
 November 30, 2008 (1st Sunday of Advent) 
 STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
 We are the servants of God, each with his or her 
 own task.  We will be judged good stewards if, at 
 the Lord’s coming, we are ready and conscientiously 
 pursuing the tasks to which we have been called. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SUGGESTED INTERCESSIONS 

 
 

Marking the Eighth Anniversary of the 
Signing of the Lutheran Catholic Covenant 

 
 

Sunday, October 26, 2008 
 

For all Lutheran and Catholic faithful, that on this eighth anniversary of our diocesan/synodical 
Covenant, we may give thanks for the ways God has united us in prayer, study and action, we 
pray to the Lord… 
 
For all efforts toward Christian unity, especially the Lutheran Catholic Covenant to which our 
diocese (synod) is committed, that through them we may grow closer to Jesus’ mandate that ‘all 
may be one’, we pray to the Lord… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
EVENING PRAYER  

 
Marking the Eighth Anniversary of 

the Signing of the Lutheran Catholic Covenant 
 

Suggested for use in Lutheran and Catholic congregations 
 
LIGHT PROCLAMATION  
 
 As found in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 309 or in Gather Comprehensive #9 
 

OR 
 

INVITATORY 
 
Presider:  O God, come to my assistance. 
All:          Lord, make haste to help me. 
                Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
     As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
     world without end. Amen. Alleluia! 
 
 
EVENING HYMN 
 
 Choose a hymn for evening or the season. Suggestions: 
       At Evening – Fred Pratt Green  
       Day Is Done – James Quinn 
                  God of Day and God of Darkness – Marty Haugen 
       Joyous Light of Glory – Lutheran Book of Worship 
       Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory – Marty Haugen 
                  O Radiant Light – William G. Storey 
                  The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended – John Ellerton 
       We Are Called – David Haas 
 
EVENING THANKSGIVING (optional) 
 
 As found in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Praise God in Song or Gather Comprehensive 



 
 
PSALMODY 
 
 Psalm 141  
 Choose any setting  
 
 Psalm Prayer  
 
 Let us pray… 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let your loving kindness descend 
upon us, that with purified minds we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole 
heavenly host, and may glorify you forever and ever. 

 
 Another psalm may be chosen. Suggestions: Psalm 21, Psalm 43, Psalm 72 
 
 A psalm prayer follows the second psalm 
 
 A New Testament Canticle follows. Suggestions: 
      Ephesians 1:3-10, Philippians 2:6-11, Revelation 19:1-7 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Ephesians 4: 1-6 
 
HOMILY (optional) 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE 
 Choose any setting of the Magnificat. 
 
LITANY/INTERCESSIONS 
 
 In peace let us pray to the Lord, 
 
 Our response will be: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord… 
 

 For the peace of the whole world and for the well-being of the Church of God, let us pray to 
the Lord… 

 
 For our shepherds in Christ, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Bishop George Murry, for all 
servants of the Church, and for all people, let us pray to the Lord… 

 
 For our public servants, for the government and those who protect us, let us pray to the Lord… 
 

 For those who work to bring peace, justice, health and protection in this and every place, 
let us pray to the Lord… 

 
 For the good earth which God has given us and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let 
us pray to the Lord…  

 
 For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 
let us pray to the Lord 

 



 For the success of our Lutheran – Catholic Covenant and for the unity of all Christians, let 
us pray to the Lord… 

 
 For a Christian end to our lives and for all who have fallen asleep in Christ, let us pray to 
the Lord… 

 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as Jesus has taught us… 
 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 
 Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 

May the almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.                    
All:   Amen. 

 
 Go in peace. 
 All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Diocese of Youngstown 
Office of Religious Education 

 
OCTOBER BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 

excerpts taken from 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

www.faithfulcitizenship.org  
 

Faithful Citizenship: Forming Consciences for Political Responsibility 
 
We strongly urge all parishioners to register, to become informed on key issues, and to vote.  The Church does 
not support or oppose any candidate, but seeks to focus attention on the moral and human dimensions of issues.  
We no not authorize the distribution of partisan political materials on parish property. 
 
 
Catholic Faithful Citizenship Weekend Diocese of Youngstown 
 
The preferential option for the poor was clearly one of Jesus’ greatest concerns.  He often found himself eating 
and speaking with those who were most in need, those who were marginalized by society.  Today’s Gospel 
reflects this image in the parable of the weeding feast in which the king invites everyone, good and bad, to come 
to the feast.  The Catholic Church has constantly proclaimed this message of preferential love for the most 
vulnerable.  May each of us consider prayerfully this social teaching of the church and how we might open our 
hearts and our lives to those most in need. 
 
 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of 
the United States declares that “In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in 
political life is a moral obligation (#13).  Catholics have the responsibility to engage the political process, apply 
our faith knowledge to issues of public policy, and discern the local, state, national, and global concerns that 
demand our attention. 
 
 
Rights and Responsibilities 
 
In today’s readings, we are called to love our neighbor as ourselves, to welcome the alien in our midst, and to 
care for those most in need.  The Church teaches that human dignity is respected only when human rights are 
protected and basic responsibilities are met.  Therefore, every human being has the right to food, clothing, 
housing, employment, health care, freedom of religion, and family life.  As we celebrate today’s liturgy, may 
we pray for the grace and courage to love our neighbors, especially the poor and vulnerable, as ourselves, and 
may we seek to be compassionate as God is compassionate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 







 
Respect Life Bulletin Quotes 

October 2008 
USCCB Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities 

 
 
October 5th   RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY 
Do we recognize that the innate dignity of every individual rests on his or her deepest identity - as image of the 
Creator - and therefore that human rights are universal, based on the natural law, and not something dependent 
upon negotiation or patronage, let alone compromise? And so we are led to reflect on what place the poor and 
the elderly, immigrants and the voiceless, have in our societies. How can it be that domestic violence torments 
so many mothers and children? How can it be that the most wondrous and sacred human space - the womb - has 
become a place of unutterable violence?” 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, Welcome Celebration by the Young People at Barangaroo, Sydney, July 17, 2008 

 
 
October 12th 
God's creation is one and it is good. The concerns for non-violence, sustainable development, justice and peace, 
and care for our environment are of vital importance for humanity. They cannot, however, be understood apart 
from a profound reflection upon the innate dignity of every human life from conception to natural death: a 
dignity conferred by God himself and thus inviolable. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, Welcome Celebration by the Young People at Barangaroo, Sydney, July 17, 2008 

 
 
October 19th 
May we encourage everyone – especially the young – to marvel at the beauty of life, to seek its ultimate 
meaning, and to strive to realize its sublime potential!  
 
Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with Representatives of Other Religions, St. Mary's Cathedral, Sydney, July 18, 2008  
 

 
 
October 26th 

Faith teaches us that we are God’s creatures, made in his image and likeness, endowed with an inviolable 
dignity, and called to eternal life. Wherever man is diminished, the world around us is also diminished; it loses 
its ultimate meaning and strays from its goal. What emerges is a culture, not of life, but of death. How could 
this be considered “progress”? It is a backward step, a form of regression which ultimately dries up the very 
sources of life for individuals and all of society. 

 
Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at Mass at Saint Mary's Cathedral, Sydney, July 19, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Office of Pro-Life, Marriage and Family Ministry 
Diocese of Youngstown 

Natural Family Planning Bulletin Quotes 
 
 
October 5th   RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY 
Couples who adopt Natural Family Planning to space the births of children find that it brings about many 
positive changes in their relationship and even becomes a way of life. It begins with acceptance, and even 
wonder, at the way the human body is made. As one woman noted, "Knowing and learning about what goes on 
inside of my unique body amazed me." Women especially find this information empowering. The woman gains 
a new respect for herself and often finds that her husband has a new supportive attitude 

Mary Shivanandan  

 
 
October 12th 
Natural Family Planning can ease the strain of marriage. Couples find peace in NFP’s religious, moral, health, 
financial and aesthetic advantages. The husband who loves his wife, her body and her health finds devotion and 
closeness to her by living in harmony with her body’s rhythms. The couple dedicated to God and his will and 
the good of society finds a special peace and joy in living fully attuned to the harmonies which the Creator has 
impressed upon creation. 
 
Herbert J. Smith, S.J. 
 
 
October 19th 
Natural Family Planning is safe and healthy because it is 100% natural and a woman simply observes the signs of fertility 
and infertility that God built into her fertility cycle. In the case of spacing children with ecological breastfeeding, a woman 
simply nurses her baby frequently. What could be safer and more in tune with nature? 
 
Couple to Couple League Website.  www.ccli.org  
 

 
 
October 26th 
NFP is a far cry from the old “rhythm method”; its scientific basis has been long established and its credibility 
far succeeds what was a far less accurate method of controlling and spacing births. 
 
Lou Jacquet, Editor of the “Catholic Exponent”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Office of Pro-Life, Marriage and Family Ministry 

Diocese of Youngstown 
 
 

Following are the Family Perspective Articles by Bud Ozar to insert in your parish bulletin for the month 
of October 2008: 
 
For October 4 & 5, 2008  A Family Perspective  by Bud Ozar 
Every family is visited by difficult times. These times can pull us together or push us apart. They can be the 
“cornerstone” which we would naturally “reject” but becomes the unifying point where we drop our pettiness 
and defenses and pull together, linked by a common bond and a common love for one another.  
 
We naturally avoid and “reject” difficult moments.  These difficult times can be a “cornerstone” uniting our 
family and linking us through a difficult experience which becomes a common bond.  
 
For October 11 & 12, 2008  A Family Perspective  by Bud Ozar 
Today’s gospel speaks about “unworthy wedding guests.”  What makes a “worthy” guest?  Presence and 
presents are not enough. The greatest gift we can give is our support to the couple as they voyage through life 
together.  Marriage naturally contains within it the fields of disappointment.  Think of the weddings you have 
attended. Have you been a “worthy guest?”  
     
For October 18 & 19, 2008  A Family Perspective  by Bud Ozar 
Jesus was exasperated when he scolded: “Why do you put me to the test?”  It is natural for children to test 
parents; this is how they learn and how we teach limits, rules and values. Be like Jesus in today’s gospel; he was 
firm, honest and direct.  
 
The phrase in today’s gospel is famous: “Pay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 
God.”  Taxes insure the government gets its share of our families resources, but what about our debts to God.  
How much time does your family give to God in conversation (prayer) or in service to our fellow humans who 
are in need?   
 
For October 25 & 26, 2008   A Family Perspective  by Bud Ozar 
Halloween is the night before All Saints Day.  Today’s gospel asks us to concentrate on loving our neighbor.  
Our closest neighbors are the people with whom we live.  Anyone can be “saint” in front of strangers but the 
daily acts of patience, acceptance, forgiveness, listening, and dying to oneself within the family are religious 
acts.  Family life is the turf of sanctity.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
As this election year proceeds, politics bombards us 
from all sides. If we wish, we can know every campaign 
tactic and antic instantaneously. Yet the issues facing 
our nation and world go far beyond campaign theatrics. 
That is why it is especially important for us to be 
informed about the issues which confront us in national, 
state, and local elections, and understand how they 
pertain to the common good and to the human dignity of 
each person.  
 
In other words, a well-formed conscience is “standard 
operating equipment” for participating well in the 
political process. This is the main point of the U.S. 
bishops’ document on political responsibility issued in 
November 2007, Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship. 
 
We’ve all heard the saying, “let your conscience be your 
guide.” This is true, as far as it goes. Yet, as Faithful 
Citizenship makes clear, “conscience is not something 
that allows us to justify doing whatever we want, nor is 
it a mere ‘feeling’ about what we should or should not 
do” (no. 17). Instead, as the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches us, conscience is “a judgment of reason 
by which the human person recognizes the moral quality 
of a concrete act” (CCC, no. 1796). The human 
conscience does not create right and wrong but rather 
perceives it.  
 
Conscience has to be properly formed, and what really 
forms our consciences is truth—above all, the truth 
about the human person of whom, by whom, and for 
whom governments exist and function. In our 
contemporary world, many doubt all claims of truth. 
Yet, in the absence of shared truth and values, the views 
of prominent opinion leaders dominate our society, often 
at the expense of the vulnerable. If no one has the truth, 
politics becomes a matter of who has the most power. 
Power politics devoid of truth—“the dictatorship of 
relativism,” in the words of Pope Benedict XVI—cannot 
unify the nation or protect the common good. History 
offers us many examples of its failures.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Benedict XVI reminded us during his recent visit 
to the United States that “America’s quest for freedom 
has been guided by the conviction that the principles 
governing political and social life are intimately linked 
to a moral order based on the dominion of God the 
Creator.” This conviction is at the heart of our 
democracy. It allows us to recognize the self-evident 
truth that all men and women are created equal and that 
the source of our human rights is not the government but 
the Creator. The Declaration of Independence sketches 
these rights as “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness,” at the heart of which is the human person, 
created in the image of God and endowed with 
inviolable dignity. The moral order protects and fosters 
human dignity. In turn, human freedom is given us so we 
may choose what is true and good.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Church’s teaching on faith and morals sheds great 
light on the moral order established by the Creator. 
Faithful Citizenship teaches that “Catholics have a 
serious and lifelong obligation to form their consciences 
in accord with human reason and the teaching of the 
Church” (no. 17). To fulfill this obligation, one must 
desire to seek what is true and good and be willing to 
study Scripture and the teachings of the Church from an 
authentic source, such as The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. One must also accept the God-given authority 
of what the Church teaches. All of this aids the process 
of moral reasoning as we study the issues of the day, 
party platforms, proposed legislation, and government 
policy.  
 
Pope Benedict has called upon us to build what he and 
Pope John Paul II have called “a civilization of love,” a 
civilization where the rights and dignity of each 
person—especially those who are most vulnerable, the 
unborn and the frail elderly—are respected from the 
moment of conception until natural death; where the 
family, based on the love of husband and wife,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conscience and the Catholic Voter 
by the Most Reverend William E. Lori 

Hope and Trust in Life!                            

Respect Life 
        



 
 
welcomes children into the world and imparts to them 
the truths and values that make good citizens; where the 
hungry and homeless are assisted, the immigrant 
welcomed, the environment protected, and all legitimate 
paths to peace are pursued. It is in light of that task of 
ours that we evaluate the moral quality of what is 
proposed by candidates and public officials, and work 
proactively for the ongoing transformation of our 
society. 
 
Thus, we can see clearly that “there are some things we 
can never do or cooperate with because they are always 
incompatible with love of God and neighbor. Such 
actions are so deeply flawed that they are always 
opposed to the authentic good of persons. These are 
called ‘intrinsically evil’ actions. They must always be 
rejected and opposed and must never be supported or 
condoned” (Faithful Citizenship, no. 22). In our nation, 
abortion is at the forefront of these intrinsically evil 
actions. Since 1973, the year abortion was legalized by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade, nearly 49 
million innocent human lives have been taken. Abortion 
has helped create what Pope John Paul II called “a 
culture of death” in which human life is cheapened. We 
can see this in legislation that provides public funding 
for destructive embryonic stem cell research and in 
efforts to legalize euthanasia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is sometimes alleged that the Church is only 
concerned about abortion. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. No other non-governmental institution 
provides more educational, charitable, and social 
services—including relief services—than the Church. 
We should add to this the immense range of pastoral 
services provided on a daily basis. Because of direct 
service to those in need, the Church sees clearly that “the 
right to life implies and is linked to other human rights—
to the basic goods that every human person needs to live 
and thrive” (Faithful Citizenship, no. 25). She sees how 
diminishing respect for the lives of the vulnerable 
threatens all life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It is because faith and reason lead us to respect human 
life at all its stages that we seek to address in morally 
sound and effective ways other serious threats to human 
life and dignity.  
 
Faithful Citizenship cites racism, use of the death 
penalty, resorting to unjust war, failure to help those 
suffering from hunger, homelessness, or lack of health 
care, as well as unjust immigration policies. These are 
serious matters, and if we are serious about building a 
civilization of love we will address them. 
 
It would be refreshing if we could find candidates whose 
records, party platforms, and personal commitments 
embody the full range of the Church’s social teaching, 
reasonable as that teaching is. Unfortunately that seldom 
happens. That is why we must have a well-formed 
conscience capable of giving each issue its proper moral 
weight and making other important distinctions and 
judgments. For example, a Catholic may never vote for 
candidates precisely because they advocate and advance 
intrinsic moral evils like abortion; to do so is to 
cooperate formally (intentionally) with a grave evil. And 
while Faithful Citizenship acknowledges that one may 
vote for a politician who supports pro-abortion policies 
“only for truly grave moral reasons,” a conscientious 
voter must question what grave moral issue rises to the 
level of nearly 49 million lives lost to the evil of 
abortion. On the other hand, a politician who opposes 
abortion should not go unchallenged if he or she adopts 
positions that undermine human dignity in other ways.  
 
Sometimes voters face two “anti-life” candidates and 
find they are unable to vote for either. Or after careful 
reflection, a voter may decide to vote for the candidate 
less likely to pursue a morally flawed position and more 
likely to advance other authentic human goods (Faithful 
Citizenship, no. 36).     
 
When he visited us, Pope Benedict praised Americans 
for their generosity and optimism and for the role which 
religion continues to play in our society. He called us to 
be true to our founding ideals and principles and to 
maintain the truths and values that flow from faith and 
reason into the public square. Now is the time to respond 
to his challenge. 
 
Bishop Lori is Bishop of the Diocese of Bridgeport 
(Connecticut) and Chair of the USCCB Committee on 
Doctrine.   
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