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CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
While it is impossible to anticipate all questions which may be asked about implementation of 
the Child Protection Policy, (Policy) the following are the most frequently asked questions.   
Other questions or concerns may be referred to the Chancery Office at 330-744-8451, ext. 235. 
 
1. Who must be fingerpr inted? 
 
 Any applicant for employment or volunteer service in a position with regular contact with 

children must be fingerprinted in order that a criminal background check may be made. 
 
2. What is the process for  fingerpr inting? 
 
 Applicants must use the “Webcheck” electronic fingerprinting process, available at three 

fixed locations throughout the diocese.  Additionally, a mobile unit is available by prior 
arrangement.   The prints are sent to the Ohio BCI&I (Bureau of Criminal Identification 
and Investigation) for the background check.   

 
 For persons who have lived in Ohio for less than five years, an FBI check is required.  

Currently, the Webcheck is not equipped for this process, and the ink-fingerprinting 
process will be used.   

  
3. What is “ regular  contact with children”  and to which volunteers does this apply?   
 
 A catechist, scout leader, coach, server, coordinator, etc. who functions in a regular, 

significant relationship with children, including interns, student teachers and others in a 
similar capacity, will comply with the Policy.   Any volunteer who has sole, unsupervised 
care and custody of a child or children, and any volunteer who works with children more 
than three hours a month or who works with children more frequently than once a month 
will comply with the policy.  In addition, any volunteer who has access to a child and 
either of the following applies (1) no other person 18 years of age or older is present in 
the same room with the child; or (2) if outdoors no other person 18 years of age or older 
is within a 30-yard radius of the child or has visual contact with the child (Ohio Statutes) 
will comply with the Policy. 

 
 Also included are pastoral ministers who visit hospitals and the homebound; and vacation 

bible school volunteers. 
 
4. What about people who have been in service pr ior  to the 2003 policy revision?  Are 

they “ grandparented”  or  must they also be fingerpr inted?  
 
 After discussion with the Diocesan Review Board, it was determined that all employees 

and volunteers who have regular contact with children, no matter when they began 
service or whether they were considered “grandparented” under the previous policy, must 
be fingerprinted if they have regular contact with children.  

 
 



 
 
5. I f a BCI  repor t shows an arrest, must that employee or  volunteer  leave service? 
 
 As recommended by the USCCB Office of Child and Youth Protection, each case should 

be handled on an individual basis.  The Chancellor and/or other appropriate diocesan 
personnel will be consulted. 

  
6. What about persons who have been previously fingerpr inted? 
 
 Persons who were fingerprinted for another employer or reason will be required to be  

re-fingerprinted by Webcheck for the Diocese of Youngstown.  If the previous 
fingerprinting took place within one year, however, the applicant may write to the Ohio 
BCI&I for a “Letter of Verification.” 

 
7. When in doubt. . . 
 
 It is better to do more than less.  If unsure if an employee or volunteer should comply 

with the Policy, or be fingerprinted, it is better that the employee or volunteer comply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August, 2004 
 
 
 



 
Intercessions for  L ife     SEPTEMBER 2004 

 
 
 
September 5th    TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
For the littlest of children: 
that through the example of their innocence, 
we might be purified of arrogance, selfishness, and conceit; 
We pray to the Lord: 
 
September 12th    TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
For all who have been condemned to die: 
that by our prayers they might find God, 
and by our work they might know mercy; 
We pray to the Lord: 
   
September 19th       TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
For all who have been forgotten: 
for the sick, the dying, the old, and the innocent victim, 
that they may never be far from our hearts; 
We pray to the Lord: 
 
September 26th     TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
For our nation: 
that through a quick end to the sin of abortion, 
we might truly guarantee 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness to all our citizens; 
We pray to the Lord: 
 
        
 

 
  
 
 
“The question of life and its promotion is not only a prerogative of Christians, but 
belongs to every human conscience that aspires to the truth and is concerned about 
humanity's future.  Public authorities, as guarantors of the rights of all, are under the 
obligation to defend life, especially the lives of the weakest and most helpless.” 
 

Pope John Paul II to the Ambassador of Spain, June, 2004 
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OFFICE OF VOCATIONS 

 
Suggested Intercessions for the Month of September 

 
 
September 5  23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
That those who have renounced the marriage state through profession of the vow of celibacy 
may witness their love of Christ in availability to His people, we pray to the Lord. 

 
September 12 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
That many will be inspired to be ministers of the Lord’s mercy, we pray to the Lord.  

 
September 19 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

For an increase of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, especially within our 
diocese, we pray to the Lord. 

 
September 26 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

For all young people of our parish who are making lifetime choices at this time, we pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

SUGGESTED STEWARDSHIP BULLETIN INSERTS FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 
 
 
September 5, 2004 (23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time)  September 12, 2004 (24th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT     STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
Jesus tells the crowd that only those who renounce  We can hear God speaking to us today in the words 
all of their possessions can be His disciples.  Is He  of the father to his elder son: “you are with me 
truly asking us to give up everything?  Perhaps   always, and everything I have is yours.”  What is 
instead He is trying to help us see that everything  my response to such remarkable generosity?  Do I  
we think we own is really a gift from God.  Good    give joyfully and generously as God gives to me? 
stewards know that and strive to use those gifts 
in an accountable manner.  
 
 
 
September 19, 2004 (25th Sunday in Ordinary Time)  September 26, 2004 (26th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT     STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
The dishonest manager in today’s parable knew   The sin of the rich man in today’s parable was not  
how to manipulate money to his own advantage.   that he was rich, but that he failed to share his wealth 
But the Gospel warns that no one can serve both  with the beggar at his gate.  He knew Lazarus,   
God and money.  Which do I serve?  Is my    perhaps walked by him every time he came in or  
stewardship such that anyone can tell?    out, but did nothing to relieve his suffering.  Is there 
        a Lazarus in my life?  What am I doing to help? 
 
 
 
October 3, 2004 (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)   October 10, 2004 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT     STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
When will I have given enough—of my income, of  Jesus healed ten lepers in today’s Gospel.  Only one 
my time, of my talents?  Today’s Gospel suggests  (10%) came back to say thank you.  I, too, have 
that only total stewardship will do:  “When you have  received many blessings from the Lord—indeed, all 
done all you have been commanded to do, say ‘We  I am and all I have is gift!  How and how often have  
are useless servants.  We have done no more than  I remembered to thank Him. 
our duty.”’ 
 
 
 
October 17, 2004 (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time)  October 24, 2004 (30th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT     STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
 
Today’s theme is perseverance – Moses keeping his  Both the first reading and today’s Psalm say clearly 
hands upraised throughout the battle, Paul urging  that the Lord hears the cry of the poor.  Have I been 
Timothy to stay with the task of preaching and    given the gifts – of time or money or abilities – to 
teaching, and the widow appealing to the corrupt   be the means by which God answers their need? 
judge.  To be faithful stewards of God’s gifts, we  
too must persevere in the roles to which we are called. 
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