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XXVI World Youth Day National Celebrations at Local Levels

Theme: "Planted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in the faith" (Col 2:7)
October 23, 2011

Readings of the Day:      
Ex 22:20-26


1 Thes 1:5c-10


Mt 22:34-40 
Pope Benedict's Message for the Twenty-Sixth World Youth Day— 
An excerpt:  “dear friends, I encourage you to strengthen your faith in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. You are the future of society and of the Church! As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians of Colossae, it is vital to have roots, a solid foundation! This is particularly true today…. There is a growing mentality of relativism, which holds that everything is equally valid, that truth and absolute points of reference do not exist. But this way of thinking does not lead to true freedom, but rather to instability, confusion and blind conformity to the fads of the moment. As young people, you are entitled to receive from previous generations solid points of reference to help you to make choices and on which to build your lives: like a young plant which needs solid support until it can sink deep roots and become a sturdy tree capable of bearing fruit.”
Full message:  In English:   http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/youth/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20100806_youth_en.html
In Spanish: http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/youth/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20100806_youth_sp.html
----------------------

A Little History:

In 1985, Pope John Paul II invited young people to Rome for the observance of the United Nations International Year of Youth. Annually since that time, the Holy Father has issued a letter to youth and encouraged the Church to celebrate the gifts, talents, energy and needs of the youth.  .  Pope Benedict XVI has continued the World Youth Day traditions. In some parts of the world, this takes place on Palm Sunday.  However, in 1988, the U.S.  Bishops chose the 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time due to the relevant scripture readings.  Every two to three years, the Holy Father invites older teens and young adults to a summer celebration of World Youth Day (like in Madrid, Spain this August) Even in years with these international events, parishes are encouraged to celebrate youth locally.  
Pick YOUR local level of involvement:

The Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry asks that EVERY parish do something.  Presented for you below are suggestions at three different levels of commitment and involvement.  Each parish within the Diocese of Youngstown should be able to carry out at least level one.  This combined effort will unify our prayers for the young Church. 

LEVEL ONE SUGGESTIONS:  (Nominal planning and preparation)
1. Place a note of thanks in your parish bulletin for the contributions of youth to the larger parish community.


2. Include at least one General Intercession regarding the youth at the weekend liturgies.

Samples of both can be found on the back.

LEVEL TWO SUGGESTIONS:  (Minimal planning and preparation)
· Bulletin announcement and petition as noted in level one

· Ask teens to stand at the end of Mass for a special blessing 

· Ask the youth minister and team members to stand for a blessing – encourage them for another year of outreach to the teens of the parish community.

· Refer to World Youth Day and the contributions of the young Church within the homily.
LEVEL THREE SUGGESTIONS:  (Moderate to significant planning, including a special event)

Levels one and two, plus an event or activity for World Youth Day          





As a staff, decide to organize a team to assist in the event planning.  





The team should designate whether World Youth Day will be celebrated as… 

· A day where the youth provide something for the parish, i.e., 


youth serve coffee and doughnuts

youth sponsor an event for the parish


trained teens serve as Liturgical ministers for one or all Masses


(
 

· A day where adults of the parish provide something for the teens, i.e., 

a reception or dinner 



a fun day similar to after-prom parties

an outing to an amusement center (Swings and Things, Dave & Buster’s, etc.) 

· A day for families with teens, i.e. 

Family Fun Day at a bowling alley, batting cages, or amusement center. 

· A Family Service Day with St. Vincent de Paul or a clothing or meal service center.

Ideas for the youth ministry/parish team to consider:

· Post pictures of the youth from various programs throughout the year in areas where parishioners can see them as they enter and exit the Church.

· Consider personal ‘invitations’ to the youth and their families.  Mail a postcard to the teens in your parish to let them know that it’s a special weekend for them, and you want to celebrate with them. (A postcard allows mom/dad to see the invitation too!) Ask your pastor to offer a verbal invitation to the assembly at each Mass during the previous weekend, and include an invitation in the bulletin throughout October.

· Purchase or create bookmarkers for parishioners and write/label each with a name of a teen in your parish, requesting prayers for that teen throughout the year.  (Can create your own, utilizing the blessing below, or purchase from a bookstore, or order from the National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry, www.nfcym.org, or the Center for Ministry Development, www.cmdnet.org)

· Invite local media (and the Catholic Exponent) out to cover your event.
Suggested Bulletin Announcements for levels one and two:

This weekend, (name) parish takes a moment to thank all of our teenagers for all they contribute to our parish community—their time, energy, ideas, questions, doubts, service, joy, troubles, and love.  Our parish would not be the same without you!

OR

(Parish name) recognizes the gifts, talents, energy, and assets that teenagers offer the larger parish community.  On this National Celebration of World Youth Day, we thank you, teens, for being a necessary and appreciated part of the (parish) family!

Suggested General Intercessions to use:

For the youth of our parish, that they will experience our community as a place of care, challenge and welcome, we pray…

For families with adolescents, that they may be blessed with joy, strength, and peace to continue their important mission in the home as signs of Christ’s love, we pray…

For all those who work with and walk with youth in our community, that they may be filled with the Holy Spirit to continue their mission of love and care, we pray…

For our community of faith, that we may be open to the Spirit alive in our midst, and be moved in love to make room for the gifts and the needs of the youth in our community, we pray…

(Adapted from the CELEBRATE YOUTH manual, © 1998 Center for Ministry Development)

World Youth Day Blessing of Youth

God of youth, We ask your blessing upon our young people gathered here.

You have gifted each one of them in a special and unique way.

May they come to know and share the wonder and awe that lives within them

as they grow in wisdom, knowledge and understanding of you.

Guide and sustain them as they discern your invitation to discipleship.

Bless their openness and enthusiasm and allow their questions to both

enliven and challenge us as a community of believers gathered to do your will.

Strengthen and support the many good works they do.

Challenge and provoke them along their journey of faith

so they may help lead the church into the possibilities of tomorrow.

In all these things, we ask your blessing upon them this day,

in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN!

(from “Navigating the Waters:  2003 Youth Ministry Resource Manual” from the National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry, © 2003)
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For further information, please contact Cindee in the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry,

330-744-8451 x. 280 or ccase@youngstowndiocese.org.






